LESSON 11

In this lesson we learn more about the nominal sentence.
As you already know the nominal sentence consists of the mubtada’ and the
khabar. The mubiada’ is the noun about which you want to say something,

- A, .

and the khabar is what to have to say about it, e.g., J-A-’ o8, In this

2.

sentence you want to speak about the moon ( dl), so it 1s the mubtada’.

And the information you give about it is that it is ‘beautiful’ (J-:A’.'), so that is
the khabar.

Both the mubtada’ and the khabar are marfii‘ (al-qamar-u jamil-u-n).

About the mubtada’
Types of the mubtada’ :

The mubtada’ may be : ,
A " A s
a) a noun or a pronoun e.g., \uy & “Allah is our lord.’-- 5-\—5-& ds )55\ ‘Reading

ﬂﬂ}}/

is useful.” -- C }-u La }U-\ ‘Sitting here is prohibited.” -- <M 2 “We
are students.’

b) a masdar mu’'awwal, e.g., l;ﬂ }\_" | 4o }-.a.: of 9 “‘And that you fast is better

A - oz Jo/or

for you.” -- 2¢ j-ﬂ-U - _,3‘ | 4da5 U1y ‘And that you should forgive is nearer to
piety.’

The mubtada’ is normally definite as in the following examples :

"w A ”’ a '
Aﬂ\ J g y ey e i 1o dea® “Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) is the

messenger of Allah.’ (-Lo-ﬁ 1s definite because it is a prpoer noun Pj‘;“)

¢y Ul T am a teacher.’ (uf is definite because it is a pronoun).
"

et 1 ‘This is a mosque.” (42 is definite because it is demontrative

pronoun & )Lﬁ‘ ).

1- Al-Qur’an 2:184.
2- Al-Qur’an 2:237
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wa‘ i-\“ & Ay cSJ-“ ‘He who worships other than Allah is a mushrik.” ((gd)

is deﬂmte because it is a relative pronoun d )—P b e,

\
s

il QL OV @t “The Qur’an is the book of Allah.” (UT 8} is definite as it has

s

the definite atricle al-).
gr 0o A ©

GM‘ W‘ CW ‘The key to Paradise is salah.’ (CL-M is definite as its muddf
ilaihi is deﬁmte).

The mubtada’ may be indefinite in the following circumstances :

<o A fo

a) If the khabar is a shibhu jumlah (s éu)! which is one of the following
two things :
- a prepositional phrase like ;Ld\f cg..:S.h P cs:-.,,.ﬂ o

£ oo s © - # - s0 »

- a zarf (<2 &) like : L LQ}B (o cp a2
In this case the khabar should precede the mubtada’, e.g.,

] IV
J——" i 43 ,'3‘ 3 “There is a man in the room. (43 ,ﬁ“ Jd Jey is not a sentence).

LI Y

Here the indefinite noun oryis the mubtada’, and the phrace 4 b &1 (8 is the
khabar.

Here is another example : t'-_f g ‘I have a brother’ (literally, ‘there is brother
for me’). Here the indefinite noun CT is the mubtada’.

4.91......» g...ilt <> “There is watch under the table.’ (s-ﬁu P 3B\ is not a

sentence). Here ‘WL» is the mubtada’, and the zarf cd is the khabar.

1- The expression shibhu jumiah literally means ‘that which resembles a sentence.’

2- Words like s ‘under’, u,—é ‘above’, -\—-—ﬁ ‘with’ are not prepositions in Arabic.
Prepositions like s g —_— cua cJQ cufc «J are particles, but words like NP $ o« are
nouns which are declinable (i.e., change their endings), e. gun b U» bl -L-r— Jn 1da
4-—=~ And a majrir noun following one of these words is a mudhaf ilaihi, eg. sy Cons

‘under the water.’
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Here is another ‘example : g )\;u Udas “We have a car’ (literally, ‘There is car
with us”).

b) If the mubtada’ is an interrogative noun like u“ ‘who’, b ‘what’, Pf ‘how
many.” These nouns are indefinite. E.g.,

?;’J—z —» ‘What is wrong with you?’ (Here = is the mubiada’, and the

prepositional phrase &y is the khabar).

o -

‘-’Zjl-'a »# o* ‘Who is sick? (Here uﬁ is the mubtada’, and :_,q JA is the khabar).
Shadt 3 LJL-&’ pf ‘How many students are there in the class?’ (Here FS' is the
mubtada’, and the prepositional phrase J-:aﬂ\ & is the khabar).

There are many more situations where t,he mubtada’ can be indefinite, and you
will learn them later 4} sL& u\

The order of the mubtada’ and the khabar :

Normally the mubtada’ precedes the khabar, e.g., :,03-‘-5 ;’-Jf, but this order
may also be reversed, e.g., st :,sjé-ei ‘Are you a teacher?’, 1 :a-:nf— “This
is strange’ for :—-;:-9 NEY

But the mubtada’ should predede the Fkhabar ifit is an interrogative noun,
e.g., S':,‘an u“ - *’eJ.a L,

And the khabar should predede the mubtada’ if

a) it is an interrogative noun, e.g., ?’ei-:“'? \s. Here ;-«" is the mubtada’, and \»
is the khabar.

b) it is a shibhu jumlah, and the mubtada’ is indefinite, e.g., :5\-? ) :l’.ul‘ S

My s s

‘There some men in the mosque.” 8 Prd Capd! ’?uf ‘There is tree in front of the
house.’ i

The omission of the mubtada’ / the khabar :

The mubtada’ or the khabar may be omitted, e.g., in reply to the question s

Sl one may say +lL—= This is the khabar, and the mubtada’ has been

omitted. The full sentence is Jol> t.fﬂ'
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Similarly, in asnwer to the question Qd S “Who knows?’ one may say ul

This is the mubtada’, and the khabar has been omitted. The full sentence is Ul
O ;Gf ‘I know.’

About the khabar

Types of the khabar

There are three types of khabar : mufrad, jumlah and shibhu jumlah.

a) The mufradis a word (not a sentence), e.g., ; }i‘ gTJA :,-«;I‘ “The believer
is the mirror of the believer ! .’ - -

b) The ]umlah is 2 sentence. It may be a nominal or a verbal setence, e.g.,

- =)0 F\ d% ‘Bilal’s father is a minister.” Literally, ‘Bilal, his father is a

£

minister.” Here J‘)b 1s the mubtada’, and the nominal sentence j} 90 y* is the
khabar, and this sentence, in turn, is made up of the mubtada’ (a y\) and the
khabar ( £39).

Here is another example :

2 A ° 2 A

fao—wl L ,—dll “What is the name of the headmaster?’ Literally, ‘The
A

headmaster, what is his name? Here wM! is the mubtada’ and the nominal

A A £2
sentence 4—=t*) s is the khabar wherein 4¢*! is the mubtada’, and \» is the
khabar.

EF A |

- gl u‘)Ud\ “The students entered.” Here U')\-U\ is the mubtada’ and the

2 -

verbal sentence ) ¢l ‘they entered’ is the khabar.

Here is another example :

A s )\

p——iﬂr 4 5 “‘And Allah created you.” Here AN is the mubtada’ and the verbal

sentence PSE.L-» ‘He created you’ is the khabar.

1- It means that a believer is like a mirror to another, i.e., just as a mirror shows a man the
blemishes he may have on his face, a believer points out to his fellow-believer his defects
that he may not perceive himself. This is a hadith reported by Abli Dawd, Kitab al-Adab:
57.
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¢y The shibhu jumlah, as we have already seen, is either a prepositional phrase
or a zarf:

-t ueH ‘Praise belongs to Allah.” Here Jo3-! is the mubtada’ and the
prepositional phrase 4w (:N +J) is the khabar, and it is in the placs of raf ¢

or ¥ - -

@ J .
. c.ﬁ Anm———mj\ dnua o A.JH ‘Paradise is under the shadows of the swords' .
Here g.;:},-\ is the mubtada’ and the zarf CJ is the khabar . As a zarfit is

o W~ o

mansith, and as a khabar it is in the place of raf* (;5 Yy &),

Agreement between the mubtada’ and khabar :

The khabar agrees with the mubtada’ in number and gender, e.g.,

a) in number : ;L—J:EU) (Silin J:ﬂ-ﬂ* E1" ;‘)—J‘-" SH:}‘QU ‘:—;“5‘) :fi‘"m
Olo- g2de. We see here that if the mubtada’ is singular, the khabar is also
smgular If its dual or pIural the khabar is also dual or plural.

b) in gender : Ol ybe Loty 13 Ot Leales R ey ‘:,.;.C.fgi el
Here we see tha; if the mubtada’ is masculme the khabar is also mascuhne
and if it is feminine the khabar also is feminine.

The order of the mubtada’ and khabar

1‘}/}\.

This is the ongmal 'Vbe.fovre tﬁé kh | deﬁm‘e

! il jﬂ& )
order.
This is optional after the k4 | definite A s

1- This istaken from a hadith The wording of the hadith is u ,,..J\ d')Uv . L3 01 1 galsty
“Know that Paradise is under the shadow of the swords.” It is reported by Bukhéri, Kitab
Jihad, 22, 112
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Because the m 1s the m should | definite 3 )‘; Wi

indefinite and the k%2 | be after the .

is shibhu jumlah kh )

Because the m is [the m should | indefinite e ls dif &

indefinite and the kA | be after the e

is shibhu jumlah. kh

Because the m is an [ the m shuold be | indefinite T

il

interrogative noun. | before the kh L

Because the k# is an | the m should be | definite p it u‘

interrogative noun. | after the ks

This is the original | before the kA | definite o Qe

order. because it P‘ij JP b e B0l
means p—iﬂ\-,-m

&S Exercises

1) Use each of the following nouns in a sentence as mubtada’.

2) Use each of the following nouns in a sentence as khabar.

3) Use the word :,»3@‘ as mubtada’ in five sentences, the khabar being a
mufrad in the first, a zarfin the second, a prepositional phrase in the third, a
verbal sentence in the fourth, and a nominal sentence in the fifth.

4) Give three sentences the Zhabar in each being a zarf.

5) Give three sentences the khabar in each being a prepositional phrase.

6) Use each of the following nouns in a sentence as mubtada’ its khabar
being a nominal sentence. Make the noun given in brackets the mubtada’ of
this nominal sentence.

7) Point out all the nominal sentences occurring in the main lesson in each of
which the mubtada’ has been omitted.

8) Point out all the nominal sentences occurring in the main lesson, and specify
the type of khabar in each of them.
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