LESSON 8

In this lesson we learn the following :
#(1) The ma ‘rifah and the nakirah, i.c., the definite (4 yalf) and the indefinite

noun (3 ,SJY).
Read this passage, “A man came to me and said that he was hungry. He was a
stranger. I gave the man some money.” Here a man is indefinite, because he 1s

unkown to you and to your listner. But the man is definite because he has
already been mentioned.

In Arabic the following seven categories of nouns are definite (42 J-v) :

1) pronouns like s et ol

2) proper names like i ;..\.:.5&! A2,

3) demonstrative pronouns like A< sf (&85 (hia,

4) relative pronouns like u'° b ¢3! 401.-'\5‘ g,

5) a noun with the article J! like J-‘?a | cq\-“-lg-”.

6) a noun with a definite noun as its muddf ilaihi like s> Lﬂ:S cd:_gt“f
&,.3.\1\ QU el QLS (s s

A noun which has an indefinite noun as its mudaf ilaiki is indefinite like :J\-“S

b “a student’s book’, s S “a teacher’s house’.
7) a munddd specified by nidd’ (calling), e.g., J"_) 4 ‘O man’, Jj} Y ‘O boy’.

Note that Joryand A 5 are indefinite. But they have become definite because
they are the ones meant by the caller. If, however, an indefinite noun is not

specified by the caller, it remains indefinite even after being minddd, as a

s o ¥ # R,

blind man saying, (s 45 Mer y b ‘O man, hold my hand.” It is obvious that he

does not mean any particular person.

Y s 2

Note that in Jory & the munddd is mabni and has u-ending while in Yer ylitis

mansiib.
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A nakirah becomes a ma 7ifah by being munddd as we have seen, whereas a
at -

ma‘rifah is not affected by nidd’, e.g., JN is ma vifah, and remains so in
Sk

#(2) ZJL__su“ ‘come!” This verb is used only in the amr. In the mddi and the
muddri‘ the verbs ;Q—fé ;\z' or s‘»‘f\* ‘j are used, e.g., &,-uﬁi :J"}’U ng-\-" ‘Bilal
came to me yesterday.’ -- e g$-.1\3 Y ‘Don’t come to me tomorrow,’

Here is dw isndded to the other pronouns of the second person :

By Ly i (tadlan), g Ly JL b (tailai), s b
(ta‘dlaina), Ot & [ O 5 4 W\ (ta‘dlaya),

The verb ‘55,\-:5 is, however, used in the mddi and the muddri‘ in the sense of
‘he went up, he rose, he was exalted’. The amr d\w originally meant ‘come

up’, ‘ascend’, then it came to mean just ‘come’.

&S Exercises

1) Answer the following questions.
2a) Mention three examples of the nakirah.

2b) Mention three examples of each of the seven categories of the ma Fifah.
2¢) Mention all the nakirah nouns occurring in the main lesson.

2d) Mention all the ma ‘rifah nouns occurring in the main lesson and specify
the category of each of them.

2e)Which of these two words has become ma ‘rifah because of nida’:\
Wy u) 3? _

2f) Read the following hadith and point out the nakirah and ma ‘rifah nouns

occurring in it, and specify the category of each of the ma ‘rifah nouns.

2g) Change each of the following nakirah nouns to ma ‘rifah using the method

mentioned in front of itl.

1- The word #Le¥! means making the word muddf. Of course you have to use a suitable
muddf ilaihi with it.
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3) Point out the following in the main lesson :

a) two examples of mz;ddf with ma ‘rifah nouns as muddf ilaihi, and two
examples of muddf with nakirah nouns as muddf ilaihi.

b) three examples of |} ;..,,.\,

c) an example of nasZIb.

4) The students practise the two following language drills :

a) each student says to his colleague, -‘J:‘r-éé / e,b\.S / Lols gh&‘ ‘give me
your pen/book/notebook..’

o 2

b) each student says to his colleague pointing to another colleague a—tas
S}é: / d.b\.f ‘give him ;our book/ notebook...’
5) Learn the following verbs.

6) Mention the plural of each of the following nouns.

s O,

7) What is the the opposite of (3  ?

The word i—J literally means ‘decorating’. Jiy L) £ means ‘decorating the word
with the article al’,i.e., using al with the word. The word with the article al is called J;-ii

JL “decorated with al’.

The word st means ‘calling’. In grammar it means using & with the noun, e.g., :bb .
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